Intramolecular dearomatizing [3 + 2] annulation of α-imino carbenoids with aryl rings furnishing 3,4-fused indole skeletons.
The rhodium-catalyzed dearomatizing [3 + 2] annulation reaction of 4-(3-arylpropyl)-1,2,3-triazoles is described. It provides a straightforward synthetic pathway from simple 5-aryl-1-alkynes leading to tricyclic 3,4-fused dihydroindoles via the corresponding 1,2,3-triazoles.